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I am proud to say that Edinburgh is an international university 

and, indeed, has been since its very early days.

The breadth of our international partnerships has a 

really positive impact on the overall student experience 

at Edinburgh. That is not only manifested in the cultural 

diversity of campus life but also in the unique relationships 

we have with our international alumni, who offer support 

from funding bursaries to mentoring students. This year 

I have been fortunate enough to visit alumni around the 

world, including those in North America and the Far East, and 

have been heartily encouraged by the passionate support we 

receive in such far-flung places.  

Closer to home, I also had the privilege to address a strong 

cohort of alumni at a Burns Supper in London. Always an 

active and passionate group, the London Alumni Network is a 

shining example of how the initiative of individual graduates 

can instil great pride in Edinburgh, long after alumni have left 

the University and indeed the city. In this magazine, we hear 

from one of the Network’s organisers, Ann West, about why she 

feels moved to devote her own time to us.

We also hear from two medical students who have been 

helped in their studies here by alumni-funded bursaries and 

scholarships, vital support which is allowing them to enrich 

their Edinburgh experience by participating in clubs, sports 

and activities. Then there is Deborah Kerr, a student who is 

competing professionally as a sprint canoeist. Again, the 

support of a bursary is allowing her to combine study with 

her sporting passions, something which may not have been 

possible without the contributions of our donors.

Innovation is also at the heart of this magazine, as it is at the 

University. From Dr Tanya Ekanayaka’s impactful use of music 

as therapy for traumatised children in Sri Lanka, to a project 

that aims to explore a major discovery of dinosaur fossils on 

the Isle of Skye, I am sure you will be heartened to know that 

the University is using your donations for the advancement of 

its students, staff and research.

Please accept Edinburgh Friends as a thank you for your 

support. I do hope you will continue to work with us to achieve 

even more in the year ahead.

Note to Friends
Once again, I am delighted to share with you the results of your generous support for the University through this 

magazine. Such contributions are invaluable to us, and the more that we can achieve with your help, the more 
pride you can take in the University of Edinburgh as your alma mater, business partner or chosen charity. 

Professor Charlie Jeffery
Senior Vice-Principal







  “I see music as one of the most powerful and 
wonderful modes of human communication and 
bonding.” DR TANYA EKANAYAKA

“Exploring and expressing our inner feelings can be cathartic 

and facilitate healing. However, expressing our feelings through 

human language, which by nature demands clarity of expression, 

can be difficult and perhaps not always healthy, particularly 

when it comes to feelings that are traumatic. Poetry is perhaps 

the closest to conscious ambiguity that human language permits.

“As a linguist and performer-composer, I am acutely aware of the 

distinct differences and parallels between music and human 

language as modes of creative expression. Music is by nature 

The Power of Music

“The survival of this project pivots on funding being 

available for the annual music-composition workshops. My 

contribution and that of all those involved in my project is 

entirely voluntary. It was an Innovation Initiative Grant that 

covered the major expenses incurred in facilitating a series of 

workshops for the project in 2014, enabling me to work with 

around 800 war-affected and impoverished school children 

from across Sri Lanka. The workshops in 2014 would not 

have taken place had it not been for this grant, and I remain 

deeply grateful to the grant sponsors for their generosity.”

For Dr Ekanayaka, music has always played an important role in 

her life, beginning with her introduction to the piano at the age 

of five. It is this passion for music, and knowledge of the power it 

possesses, that has been the driving force behind her work.

Alumni funded Innovation Initiative Grants enable the staff and students of the University of Edinburgh to 
engage in a wide range of projects. Dr Tanya Ekanayaka’s music composition project, which has been working 

with war-affected and impoverished school children since 2012, relies entirely on external funding.
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Setting fine examples to generations of students, the hall 
is home to figures representing Perseverance, Intelligence, 
Imagination and Experience.
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Sir Robert Rowland Anderson, architect Sir William McEwan

Artist’s impression looking towards Bristo Square and Teviot Row House, 

showing the planned new entrance to McEwan Hall















In the 1960s, an employee of the (now) SSE Hydro plant on 

Skye found a fantastic fossil of a ‘sea monster’ that roamed 

the seas of Scotland around 170 million years ago. He donated 

the fossil to the National Museums Scotland, where it remains 

today, encased in its rock. The fossil is likely to be one of the 

most significant ever to have been found in Scotland from 

the age of the dinosaurs, and it may even be of a new species.

The decision of Dr Steve Brusatte (Chancellor’s Fellow in the 

School of GeoSciences) to move from the US to Scotland was 

partially influenced by the significance of Skye’s fossils, which 

have become the basis of much of his research.

“Skye is a globally important place if you’re interested in 

fossils,’ notes Dr Brusatte. “Once I came to Edinburgh, I started 

to work with others here at the University and across the 

country to really try to figure out how Skye’s fossils fit into the 

bigger evolutionary story. Our group includes people from the 

University, the National Museum, the Hunterian Museum, 

locals in Skye itself, and also Scottish Natural Heritage. I 

think we have a really bright future for the project.”

Glancing around Dr Brusatte’s office, you can catch glimpses 

of Skye’s history in the form of tiny fossil jawbones and 

teeth on the desk, large rocks showing partially uncovered 

spine-like features on the floor, and curious objects, partially 

encased in hard rock, that glimmer in the sunlight atop the 

various shelves. 

Jurassic Scotland
This fact is not widely known, but the Isle of Skye is a world-class fossil site and the only place in Scotland where 

dinosaur fossils can be found. But this is by no means the end of Skye’s significance in the world of palaeontology. 

20





















Retired since 2008, Ann is a regular volunteer and 
incredibly active in the University of Edinburgh London 
Alumni Network, both in the organisation of events and 
the recruitment of new members. And her devotion to 
the University does not end there; Ann also makes annual 
contributions to the Edinburgh Fund, and has named 
the University in her Will. Here she shares her memories 
of Edinburgh, and her experiences as a volunteer.
 
“I’d always liked Edinburgh very much ,” says Ann. “It’s a lovely 
city, and I was delighted to be able to go there. It seemed to 
me a centre of civilisation. Those were the days when people 
didn’t travel abroad much; the first time I went abroad I was 
well into my 20s. In the 1960s, I didn’t have much experience 
of what the world had to offer. Edinburgh seemed to me very 
cosmopolitan, with masses of stuff going on and a great mix 
of people. I remember going home to my parents and saying, 
‘Edinburgh is my town now. Not Falkirk any longer.’

“When I left University, I did a year at Moray House and 
trained as a teacher. I’ve never actually worked in Scotland. 
My then husband was a doctor and he was finishing his 
medical degree. We then moved down to England, so all my 
working life has been in England. 

  When asked if I miss Edinburgh, I would say after so 
many years it’s no longer an ache because it’s been 
over 50 years since I left. But I still like Edinburgh 
very much, and it’s always a joy to go back.

 
“I have always felt a sort of link with the University, and 
this is one of the reasons for my annual donations and 
naming the University in my Will. Becoming a member of 
the committee, which runs events in London for Edinburgh 
alumni, really reinvigorated my interest in the University, 
so that is also a key factor.

“The Network started up in 2009. I remember receiving an 
invitation to go along to a meeting about the setting up of the 
group, which turned out to be the group I am now secretary to, 
so it all stemmed from there.

“I am a volunteer by nature, and I volunteer in a number of 
ways. It has been fantastic to be really securely linked back to 
the University; I’ve enjoyed every moment of the past few years. 
It was of course hard work getting things in place, but we’re well 
practiced now and we have superb support from the University. 
 
“What began as a handful of people has become a group of 
around 1,000 members. It’s clearly one of the many ways in 
which these young people coming to London – a huge city 
in which to come to and to find your way - can meet like-
minded people and have the link with the University, which 
is really the hook that draws them all in.
 
“We run a number of events, but the biggest yet was our recent 
Burns Night event. Most of the events attract 60 to 100 people, 
but there were 212 that evening. It was certainly a big deal to 
organise and a real high point.
 
“It is great to be able to keep in contact with something that’s 
been a character-forming experience; University shapes 
your life in so many different ways. You perhaps don’t realise 
when you’re there, but as an older person, on reflection, I can 
really understand and appreciate how much the University 
has given and how much it continues to give. Volunteering 
serves to strengthen that connection with the University, with 
the friendships you have made and the links you have built. 
When you graduate, it doesn’t have to be the end of it.”

A Volunteer by Nature
Ann West has given the gift of time and money to the University of Edinburgh since graduating in 1966. 

VOLUNTEER AND DONOR PROFILE
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